Guide to the Denver Public Schools
Board of Educa on

Our Vision: Every Child Succeeds
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

The Denver Public Schools Board of Educa on welcomes you to its
mee ng. We appreciate your interest in the work of the board and
value your par cipa on.
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Great Schools in Every Neighborhood
A Founda on for Success in School
Ready for College & Career
Support for the Whole Child
Close the Opportunity Gap

What is a Board of EducaƟon?
The Board of Educa on is the oﬃcial governing body of the school district. There
are seven members on the Denver Public Schools Board of Educa on: five are
elected by voters within five regions; two are elected at‐large by voters across the
en re city. Board members' terms are four years and are staggered so no more
than four board members are elected in any one elec on. Board of
Educa on members are volunteers and receive no paid compensa on for their
service.

What are the responsibiliƟes of the Board of EducaƟon?
Some of the responsibili es of the Board are to:
 Establish a vision for the community’s schools and par cipate in strategic
planning.
 Develop eﬀec ve policies and review them periodically.
 Provide accountability to the community on student achievement.
 Advocate for the needs of all students at the local, state and na onal levels.
 Hire the Superintendent and nego ate contract.
 Evaluate the Superintendent annually.
 Conduct student and employee appeals.
 Develop, approve and manage budget.
 Adopt the annual school calendar.

When and where does the Board of EducaƟon meet?
The Board of Educa on meets typically three mes per month. The mee ngs are
held at the Emily Griﬃth Campus building at 1860 Lincoln St. unless otherwise
stated. Please refer to our website for updated informa on regarding the
schedule for board mee ngs. h p://board.dpsk12.org
Regular Mee ngs
The Board of Educa on holds one regular mee ng on the third Thursday of each
month star ng at 4:30 p.m. (unless otherwise noted), followed by a public
comment session at 5:30 p.m. At these mee ngs, the board votes on each
month’s ac on items.
Work Sessions
On the Monday prior to the regular mee ng, the board holds work sessions.
These mee ngs are to prepare for the regular mee ngs and study issues before
vo ng.
Focus on Achievement Study Sessions
The board also meets for Focus on Achievement study sessions. These mee ngs
are typically held the first Thursday of each month for discussions related to the
Denver Plan.

GET INVOLVED!
In some cases, school boards are required to
involve commi ees of various people to
make recommenda ons to the Board of
Educa on. These commi ees include
teachers, students, parents and community
members.
Watch for public no ces on the website and
listen for announcements at school board
mee ngs for opportuni es to get involved.

How are board meeƟngs conducted?
The President of the Board of Educa on calls the mee ng to order and follows an
agenda. Agenda items typically include recogni ons, superintendent reports,
financial reports, policy review and adop ons, and consent agenda items. The
board will be asked to approve the consent agenda with the excep on of any
items held by board members for further discussion. Those items held for
discussion will be deliberated and voted upon a er the conclusion of public
comment, which typically begins at 5:30 p.m. Following public comment and
vo ng on the consent agenda items that were held, the Board President will
adjourn the mee ng.
Don’t worry if you have to leave early from the board mee ng. The board won’t
be oﬀended. At mes, recogni ons involve teachers, parents and students, and
they o en leave to a end other func ons. Speakers during public comment
o en leave a er they have addressed the board.

How can I address the Board of EducaƟon?
The board is here to serve you. At any me you can call or email board members.
To address the board publicly, one may sign up to speak at a board public
comment session. The board holds public comment sessions to listen to
comments about student achievement, budget policy or ma ers currently under
considera on by the board.
Each speaker will have three minutes to speak, and groups of four or more peo‐
ple speaking on the same topic will have 10 minutes collec vely. NO INDIVIDUAL
IN A GROUP WILL BE ALLOWED TO SPEAK FOR MORE THAN THREE MINUTES.
Subs tutes are not allowed—only the person who signed up to speak may
address the board. In order to address the board, you must sign up to speak.
Please call the board oﬃce at 720‐423‐3210 by 5 p.m. the day before the
public comment session or sign up online at h ps://www.boarddocs.com/co/
dpsk12/Board.nsf/Public. A list of speakers will be posted the day of the public
comment session.
The Board of Educa on members will not engage in dialogue with the public
during the public comment session. Instead, board or staﬀ members o en follow
up on specific issues at a later date. Comments rela ve to personnel or students
are inappropriate to address in open session.

What is an execuƟve session?
The board may recess from a board mee ng to a closed execu ve session for
discussion. Topics to be discussed are limited to ma ers under the law such as
personnel, real estate acquisi ons, security or consulta on with a orneys. All
execu ve sessions are closed to the public. Board members may not vote during
execu ve session.

Denver Public Schools—Board of EducaƟon Districts

Denver Public Schools boundaries are comprised of the city and county of Denver. The district is divided into five director districts,
each represented by a board member. There are two board members who serve at‐large and represent the en re school district.
The map can be accessed at: h p://board.dpsk12.org/boardmembers/dps‐board‐district‐map/
The Board of Educa on encourages families to work to resolve issues at the school level first. If you cannot come to a posi ve
agreement, please contact the Family Cons tuency Services department at 720‐423‐3054.
The Board of Educa on is here to serve you. At any me you may contact your board members at:
Board of Educa on
Emily Griﬃth Campus
1860 Lincoln St.
Denver, CO 80203
720‐423‐3210

Denver Public Schools Board of Educa on

