
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1                                                                                      

IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER 

DENVER, COLORADO 

                                                                     AGENDA                                                       

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

 ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

900 GRANT STREET 

FIRST FLOOR BOARD ROOM 

March 15, 2007 

 

BALARAT STUDENT PRESENTATION 

 

RECOGNITION OF DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS ABRAHAM LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL 

AND EAST HIGH SCHOOL 4A & 5A STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS 

 

OPENING OF MEETING – 5:00 p.m. 

 Call to Order 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Roll Call 

 

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

 Student Board of Education Presentation on Pride/CSAP Campaign 

 Denver Public Schools Retired Employees Association Scholarship Update 

 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORTS 

 SAR Recognitions 

 GOB Update 

 

CONSENT AGENDA* 

 Board of Education
   Minutes of February 15, 2007 

   Gift Report – The Board of Education will be asked to accept gifts having a value 
 of $500 or more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*  Items scheduled for action at this meeting are noted in italics 
** Items for information only 
 
Board of Education – Regular Meeting – Page 1 of 3 
 



 

 

*  Items scheduled for action at this meeting are noted in italics 
** Items for information only 
 
Board of Education – Regular Meeting – Page 2 of 3 

 Superintendent’s Office 
  Motion to Approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Denver Public 

Schools and Denver Scholarship Foundation – The Board of Education will be 
asked to approve the Memorandum of Understanding which details conditions of 
a relationship designed to prepare, encourage and enable Denver Public Schools 
students to attend college. 

 

 Chief Academic Officer
 Motion to Approve Northeast Academy Charter School’s Request to Borrow 

Monies to Purchase the Real Property the School is Currently Leasing – This 
request is subject to the Board of Education’s approval pursuant to the contract 
between the school and the District which requires the Board of Education 
approve any borrowing above five percent (5%) of the School’s budget. 

  Resolution to Either Approve or Deny Denver Collegiate Academy’s Request to 

Defer the Opening of the School until Fall of 2008 – The Board of Education 
will be asked to approve a resolution to either approve or deny Denver Collegiate 
Academy’s request to defer the opening of the school until fall of 2008. 

 
 Chief Financial Officer
 Motion to Appoint External Auditors – The Board of Education will be asked to 

renew the second of four renewable terms for the firm of Clifton Gunderson LLP 
to perform the independent audit of the District’s financial statements and of the 
District’s federal grants. 

 
 Chief Operating Officer 
   Human Resources 

 Motion to Approve the Personnel Transaction Report – The Board of 
Education will be asked to approve the Personnel Transaction Report for 
March 2007, which contains information regarding employee activity such as 
appointments, resignations, and transfers. 

 Facility Management 
 Motion to Approve the Construction Advisory Committee’s (CAC) Report 

and Concept Design for North High School-Phase II Renovation Project – 
The Board of Education will be asked to approve the CAC Report and concept 
design for the Phase II Renovation Project at North High School. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Revision to Policy IJOC – School Volunteers and Service Providers – The Board of 

Education has been asked to review the revisions to District Policy IJOC to broaden the 

scope of the policy and align it with The Denver Plan. 

 

 

 



 

 

*  Items scheduled for action at this meeting are noted in italics 
** Items for information only 
 
Board of Education – Regular Meeting – Page 3 of 3 

NEW BUSINESS** 

 Chief Academic Officer 

  Student Services 

 Expelled Students Reports - The Board of Education will review a report on 

the students who have been expelled during the past month. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

PUBLIC COMMENT – 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

7:30 p.m. PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

This Executive Session is for the purpose of legal counsel regarding the following issues: (1) 

Contract subject to negotiations and/or developing strategy for negotiations, as authorized by 

C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(e); (2) Real property interest as authorized by C.R.S. 24-6-402(e)(a); and (3) 

Receipt of legal advice on specific legal questions as authorized by CRS 24-6-402(4)(b) 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING (07-03) OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1, 

IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER AND STATE OF COLORADO 

HELD IN THE BOARD ROOM, 900 GRANT STREET 

5:00 P.M., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2007 

 

 

  Ryan Brown, student at the Denver School of the Arts, presented her 

  National History Day award winning documentary for the Best Individual Senior  

  Entry:  “Governor Carr and the Japanese Americans.” 

 

I. Call to Order – 5:00 p.m.

 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

  Roll Call 

   

  President Theresa Pena called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m.  The following 

  Board of Education members were present:  Ms. Jill Conrad, Rev. Lucia Guzman,  

  Mr. Bruce Hoyt, Mrs. Jeannie Kaplan, Mrs. Michelle Moss, and Ms. Theresa Peña.   

  Mr. Kevin Patterson arrived at 6:34 p.m. 

 

  Board Member Reports

 

 . Honoring Denver Public Schools Outstanding Female Athletes in Honor of National: 

  Girls and Women in Sports Day 

 

  Ms. Peña introduced Leslie Moore, Director of Athletics, and presented a  

  Proclamation of Honor to the following student athletes:  Ivory Allen, Thomas  

  Jefferson High School; Chava Bobb, George Washington High School;  

  Desiree Frierson, Montbello High School; Brenna Hokanson, East High School;  

  Amy Kennedy, John F. Kennedy High School; Catherine Knoth; South High School;  

  Anistasia Padilla, North High School; Rainy Santillanez, West High School;  

  Phuong Tran, Abraham Lincoln High School.  

 

  Resolution to Recognize the Achievement of National Certified Board Teachers:

  Anna Holm, Julie Variot, Aileen Regan, Stacey LaConte, and Annetta Gallegos 

 

  Ms. Conrad read the resolution to recognize these National Certified Board Teachers  

  and introduced Kim Ursetta, President of the Denver Classroom Teachers Association  

  (DCTA). 
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  Resolution to Recognize Denver Public School Power Libraries – Gust Elementary

  School, Park Hill ECE - 8 School, and John F. Kennedy High School 

 

  Mrs. Moss read the resolution to recognize these Power Libraries.  She introduced  

  Jody Gehrig, Director of Educational Resource Services, and Gene Hainer Colorado  

  State Librarian, who presented additional awards. 

 

  Superintendent Report

 

  There was none. 

 

 IV. Consent Agenda 

 

  Assistant Secretary Jacquie Lucero read the Agenda items by number and sequence.  In 

  accordance with Consent Agenda procedures, the following items were removed from  

  the Consent Agenda and held for discussion: 

 

   Motion to Approve Resolution to Not Renew Life Skills Center of Denver Charter 

   School 

 

   Motion to Approve Resolution to place Denver Arts and Technology Academy  

   Charter School on Probationary Status 

 

   Motion to Approve Resolution to place P.S. 1 Charter School on Probationary  

   Status 

 

   Motion to Approve a Grade Configuration Change for Westerly Creek Elementary 

   School and William Roberts K-8 School 

 

  Mrs. Kaplan moved that all matters on the Consent Agenda not held be approved. 

  Mr. Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously and the following  

  items were approved: 

 

  Board of Education

 

  Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting of January 18, 2007; the Special 

  Meetings of January 25, 2007, and February 1, 2007 – Copies are appended to the  

  minutes of this meeting.   

 

  Gift Report – A copy is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Finance and Audit Committee

 

  Motion to Ratify E-Rate Structured Cable with Avant DataComm to Furnish and

  Install Cable at Maxwell and Green Valley Elementary Schools – A copy of this  

  motion is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 
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  Motion to Ratify Contract for Network and Communication Services with Qwest

  Corporation – A copy of this motion, to ratify the award to Qwest Corporation for 

  network and communications services for all district sites for the period of 

  July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2010, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Ratify E-Rate Cisco Equipment Contract with Qwest Corporation – A copy 

  of this motion, to ratify the contract for E-Rate Cisco Equipment 90 percent schools 

  Year 10 to furnish and install Cisco equipment at eight district schools (Abraham  

  Lincoln High School, Emerson Street School, Maxwell and McMeen Elementary 

  Schools, and Merrill and Place Middle Schools), is appended to the minutes of this  

  meeting. 

 

  Motion to Ratify E-Rate Cisco Equipment Maintenance Contract with MSN

  Communications – A copy of this motion, to ratify the award to MSN to provide 

  maintenance at fifty-three (53) district schools, is appended to the minutes of this  

  meeting. 

 

  Motion to Award the General Contractor Contract to Wilderness Construction

  Company for the Cheltenham Elementary School Fire Protection Project – A copy of  

  this motion is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve the Construction Advisory Committee (CAC) Report for Green

  Valley III K-8 – A copy of  this motion is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Chief Academic Officer  

 

  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew Colorado High School Charter School – A  

  copy of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for Colorado High School Charter 

  School for a five-year term, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew Highline Academy Charter School – A copy 

  of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for Highline Academy Charter School  

  for a five-year term, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew KIPP Sunshine Peak Charter School – A  

  copy of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for KIPP Sunshine Peak Charter 

  School for a five-year term, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew Omar D. Blair Edison Charter School – A  

  copy of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for Omar D. Blair Edison Charter 

  School for a three-year term, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew Southwest Early College Charter School – A  

  copy of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for Southwest Early College 

  Charter School for a three-year term, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 
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  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew Denver Connections Academy Charter 

  School – A copy of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for Denver  

  Connections Academy Charter School for a one-year probationary term, is appended to  

  the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve Resolution to Renew Skyland Community High School Charter 

  School – A copy of this resolution, to renew the charter contract for Skyland  

  Community High School Charter School for a one-year probationary term, is appended  

  to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve the Grant Middle School Beacon Proposal – The Board of  

  Education is asked to approve this motion based on the Beacon Advisory Committee’s  

  recommendation which affirmed that Grant Middle School’s proposal successfully met  

  all Beacon School criteria.  A copy of this motion is appended to the minutes of this  

  meeting. 

 

  ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

 

  Chief Financial Officer  

 

  Motion to Adopt Resolution for the Supplemental Budget for the Fiscal Year

  Beginning July 1, 2006, and Ending June 30, 2007 – A copy of this resolution, 

  which identifies the specific adjustments to the revenues and expenditures of all  

  funds, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Adopt Resolution Authorizing the Use of Beginning Fund Balance during 

  the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2006, and Ending June 30, 2007 – A copy of this  

  resolution, to authorize the expenditure, in accordance with SB 03-149, of the  

  beginning fund balance of specified funds as anticipated in the supplemental budget, to 

  state the purpose for which the expenditure is made, and to state the district’s plan to  

  ensure the use of beginning fund balance will not lead to an ongoing deficit, is  

  appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Adopt Resolution for the Supplemental Budget Appropriation for 

  Expenditures during the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2006, and Ending June 30, 2007  

  A copy of this resolution, to change the appropriation for all the funds based on the 

  adjustments, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Adopt Resolution for the Identification and Filing of the Supplemental 

  Adopted Budget and Appropriation Resolution and Copies Thereof - A copy of this  

  resolution, to direct that the Supplemental Budget be labeled as such and signed by the 

  Board President, and to cause the Board Secretary to have this Supplemental Budget  

  on file for public inspection, is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Motion to Approve an Appointment to the Denver School Facilities Leasing

  Corporation Board of Directors - A copy of this motion, to appoint Mike Langley to a  
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  ten-year term on the Denver School Facilities Leasing Corporation Board of  

  Directors, to succeed Thayne McKnight whose term expired September 30, 2006,  

  is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  Human Resources  

 

  Chief Operating Officer 

 

  Motion to Approve the Personnel Transaction Report – A copy of this report is  

  appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

  OLD BUSINESS

 

  Policy Review  

 

  Revision to District Policy IJOC – School Volunteers and Service Providers – The 

  Board of Education has been asked to review the revisions to district Policy IJOC to  

  broaden  the scope of the policy and align it with the Denver Plan. 

 

  NEW BUSINESS

 

  Chief Academic Officer 

 

  Student Services 

 

  Expelled Students Report - A copy of these reports are appended to the minutes of this 

  meeting. 

 

  Chief Financial Officer 

 

  Information Presented to the Board Regarding the 2007-2008 Preliminary Budget  

  The Board of Education will be asked to identify the portion of 2007-2008 projected 

  revenues that is from the state for purposes of implementing Board of Education  

  Policy DAB, Contingency Reserve.  A copy of this report is appended to the minutes 

  of this meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION OF HELD AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Ms. Peña stated that since parents and community members have signed up to speak at the Public 

Comment Session regarding the Westerly Creek proposal the vote on the Westerly Creek motion 

would be held after the Public Comment Session. 

 

Mr. Patterson will vote by telephone. 
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 Motion to Approve Resolution 3010 to Not Renew Life Skills Center of Denver  

 Charter School 

 

Mr. Hoyt read Resolution 3010 and moved approval of this Resolution.  Mrs. Moss seconded the 

motion. 

 

Ms. Peña introduced Amy Friedman, Director of School of Choice, and Joe Sandoval, Executive 

Director of Educational Services, to update information relative to this resolution. 

 

Ms. Friedman clarified that three students who attended Manual at the time of the closure last 

year are currently enrolled at Life Skills Center of Denver.  However, all three students did not 

complete the year at Manual last year, for various reasons.  Also attending are seven students, 

who never attended Manual, who live in the Manual neighborhood. 

 

Mr. Sandoval explained that the process of transitioning currently enrolled Life Skills Center 

students will include:  Training counselors and parent-family liaisons, beginning March 5 and 

ending April 16, to administer the My Career and Academic Plan (MyCAP), a career academic 

plan for students; and conduct a credit analysis.  Individual guidance counseling will be provided 

to these students after results have been finalized.   

 

In response to a question regarding how many students would be involved, Ms. Friedman 

responded that enrollment at Life Skills Center fluctuates, but there are currently 279 students 

enrolled. 

 

Ms. Conrad said Board members take their responsibilities very seriously and have considered 

all data presented.  After much research on alternative education and visiting Life Skills Center, 

she has decided to support the staff’s recommendation to not renew the charter.  

 

Mrs. Kaplan stated that this has been a very difficult decision, and the bottom line is that this is a 

situation where adults have failed children.  This whole process has given Board members and 

staff a real insight into what is needed to provide alternative education. 

 

Rev. Guzman noted this school is located in the district she represents.  She was on the Board 

when this school was proposed and she was one hundred percent supportive of the plan to 

address the issue of dropouts.  She is deeply saddened that, for whatever reason, the needs of 

these students were not able to be fulfilled or embraced.  She said she would be voting in support 

of the staff recommendation to not renew this charter. 

 

Ms. Peña called for the vote. Voting “aye,” Ms. Conrad, Rev. Guzman, Mr. Hoyt,  

Ms. Kaplan, Mrs. Moss, and Ms. Peña.  Voting “no,” Mr. Patterson.  The motion passed.  A copy 

of this resolution is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

 Motion to Approve Resolution 3011 to place Denver Arts and Technology  

 Academy (DATA) Charter School on Probationary Status 

 

Mr. Hoyt moved approval of Resolution 3011.  Mrs. Kaplan seconded the motion. 
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Mr. Hoyt said that out of the district’s nineteen charter schools, there is only a few that under-

perform; Denver Arts and Technology Academy (DATA) is one that has chronically under-

performed.  However, last year, for the first time, DATA made notable improvement and 

progress as measured by CSAP.  Based on the significant improvement of DATA, he would 

support the staff recommendation to put DATA on probationary status for another year.   

 

Ms. Peña called for the vote. Voting “aye,” Ms. Conrad, Rev. Guzman, Mr. Hoyt,  

Ms. Kaplan, and Mrs. Moss.  Voting “no,” Mr. Patterson and Ms. Peña.  The motion passed.  A 

copy of this resolution is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

 Motion to Approve Resolution 3012 to place P.S. 1 Charter School on Probationary  

 Status 

 

Ms. Conrad moved approval of Resolution 3012.  Mrs. Kaplan seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Hoyt said that P.S. 1 is in its third year of close scrutiny and third year of poor performance.  

He feels it is the Board’s job to hold schools to a certain standard of quality.  He believes that 

P.S. 1 has continually failed to meet this standard despite continued negotiation by the Board and 

probationary status.  Based on these facts and seeing no progress for three years, he will not 

support the staff recommendation to renew P.S. 1. 

 

Ms. Conrad said that P.S. 1 is in the middle of a three-year renewal process.  She values P.S. 1 as 

a culture, a community, and as a school.  She is confident that under Principal Liz Abyar’s 

leadership and commitment to achievement the school will show different results next year.  

Therefore, she will support the staff recommendation for probation. 

 

Ms. Peña called for the vote. Voting “aye,” Ms. Conrad, Rev. Guzman, Ms. Kaplan, and  

Mrs. Moss.  Voting “no,” Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Patterson, and Ms. Peña.  The motion passed.  A copy 

of this resolution is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 

 

Ms. Peña noted that the community still has time to comment on Policy IJOC.  Also, the Board 

has accepted the report on expelled students; and the Chief Financial Officer has presented 

information to the Board regarding the 2007-2008 Preliminary Budget. 

 

Ms. Peña recessed the regular meeting at 6:33 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION – 6:44 P.M.

 

DCTA

 

Kim Ursetta, President of the Denver Classroom Teachers’ Association, presented the results of 

their 2007 Bargaining Survey.  A copy is appended to the minutes of this meeting. 
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Changes at Valdez Elementary School 

 

Yolanda Reyes, parent, said she had come to present the voice of parents at Valdez Elementary 

School against the redesign of Valdez.  They do not want to be a clone of Anna Marie Sandoval 

Academy.  They feel their children are well taught at Valdez.  They are offended that no one has 

given them the opportunity to voice their opinion regarding the education of their own children.  

They want to be part of the voice of the new Valdez. 

 

Spanish-speaking parent Anna Veleon’s comments were translated as follows.  In the new 

program imposed at Valdez parents will have to pay tuition, at the meeting she attended they 

were told if they can’t pay their children would have to attend another school.  She does not 

think it is right that they would have to leave.  She asked the Board to find a solution where they 

don’t have to pay for ECE and kindergarten education. 

 

Westerly Creek/Bill Roberts Proposal 

 

Brian Weber, representative from the Stapleton Foundation, and Meg Yoder, Vice President of 

the Westerly Creek Elementary School PTA, spoke in support of this proposal.   

 

Kathy Epperson, parent and Stapleton resident, expressed concern regarding the new school that 

will be going into the original Westerly Creek building.  They do not know what kind of program 

will be offered at that school. 

 

Jennifer Souse said she represents eight Stapleton families with 18 children at four different 

grade levels that do not support the part of the proposal that will result in Westerly Creek not 

serving its intended population.  They want Westerly Creek to continue as an ECE through 5th 

grade school and Bill Roberts ECE through 8th grade. 

 

East High School – Building Bridges for Peace in Denver 

 

Melodye Feldman, Executive Director and founder of the organization Seeking Common 

Ground. spoke about the Building Bridges for Peace Denver program.  Celeste Archer, East High 

School teacher, is at the helm of this program.  Students Noah Kaplan, Mia Lewis, and  

Yo Benbiss spoke about the program.  A copy of the information on this program is appended to 

the minutes of this meeting. 

 

Ms. Peña adjourned the Pubic Comment Session and reconvened the regular Board meeting at 

7:29 p.m. 

 

Reconvened Board of Education Meeting  

 

 Motion to Approve a Grade Configuration Change for Westerly Creek Elementary 

 School and William Roberts K-8 School 
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Mr. Patterson moved approval of the motion.  Mr. Hoyt seconded the motion.  Voting “aye,”  

Ms. Conrad, Rev. Guzman, Mr. Hoyt, Mrs. Moss, Mr. Patterson, and Ms. Peña.  Voting “no,” 

Mrs. Kaplan.  The motion passed.  A copy of this motion is appended to the minutes of this 

meeting. 

 

Ms. Peña adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m. 

 

 

 

    Jeanne S. Kaplan, Secretary 

    Board of Education 
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MARCH 2007 

GIFT REPORT 

 
AMOUNT RECIPIENT DONOR INTENDED USE OF GIFT 

     $300.00 Ashley Elementary School Kris and John Walters Hats and mittens for a third grade class 

$18,801.52 Garden Place Academy John Modig Numerous field trips and transportation costs 

$1,500.00 Greenlee Elementary School Rothgerber, Johnson, and Lyons LLP After-school programs 

$1,076.14 Lincoln Elementary School Cathy Lopez Wessell & Christina Meadows Science materials, family math night, classroom books & supplies 

$2,500.00 Lincoln Elementary School Derek Lawrence Book donation 

$1,000.00 Samuels Elementary School Florence Benson Trustee Book Fair 

$3,000.00 East High School Falkenberg Foundation Constitutional Scholars 

$500.00 East High School Land Title Guarantee Company Constitutional Scholars 

$1,100.00 East High School Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Scales Constitutional Scholars 

$500.00 East High School Helen and William Latta Constitutional Scholars 

$1,000.00 East High School Simon Hambidge Constitutional Scholars 

$1,000.00 East High School John Larson Constitutional Scholars 

$1,000.00 East High School Denise and Kevin Gliwa Constitutional Scholars 

$2,856.00 East High School Ellen and Donald Scott Vocal Choir 

$1,000.00 East High School John A. Gogolak Constitutional Scholars 

$500.00 East High School David Aschkinasi Constitutional Scholars 

$1,000.00 East High School UMB Bank Constitutional Scholars 

$500.00 East High School Moses Taylor Constitutional Scholars 

$500.00 East High School Katherine or Alan F. Box Constitutional Scholars 

$1,086.00 East High School Anne T. and Robert E. Sneed Constitutional Scholars 

$500.00 East High School Susan and Donald Murphy Constitutional Scholars 

$2,154.00 North High School Juventina Bonilla Culture Club trip to Europe 

$1,000.00 North High School Grace C. Aliaga Culture Club trip to Europe 

$1,000.00 North High School Mayra A. Ramirez Culture Club trip to Europe 

$1,000.00 North High School Maria Elsa Gutierrez Culture Club trip to Europe 

$1,000.00 Denver School of the Arts Queenie Town Visiting Artists program 

$800.00 Denver School of the Arts Richard Wehmhoefer Stage Craft/Design senior class project 

$147.00 Seven high schools Chiyo Horiuchi, Ed.D Seven DVD of “Camp Amache: The Story of an American Tragedy” 

$7,850.00 Student Services Virginia Ward OT/PT Program 

$952.00 Whiteman Elementary School Billie Carlisle Chairs 

$1,000.00 Career Education Center Jacqueline & Nicholas Wathier Automotive Technology Program 

    

   

   

 

$58,122.66 

 It is recommended that these gifts be accepted and that appropriate letters of thanks be sent by the Board of 

Education President to the donors. 

 



                       DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION 

 

School of Choice Office 

 

TO:  Members, Board of Education 

   

FROM: Amy Friedman 

 

DATE: March 7, 2007 

 

SUBJECT: Northeast Academy Building Financing 

 

Northeast Academy Charter School is seeking approval from the District to borrow monies to 

purchase the real property the school is currently leasing, pursuant to Paragraph 21 (D) of the 

contract between the school and the District. Paragraph 21(D) of the contract requires any 

borrowing above five percent (5%) of the School’s budget will be subject to Board approval. The 

school’s request to purchase the facility is outlined in the attached memo dated January 10, 2007. 

 

Northeast Academy is in its third year of a five year lease for the present facility with Five K 

Investment Company. The School has been informed that Five K Investment intends to sell all or 

parts of the property. Northeast Academy would like to purchase the property. Their Board 

believes that they can secure a purchase agreement and financing in which the fixed current 

payment will closely mirror the current lease payment. The current lease obligation is 

$31,225.97 and one of the quoted loan obligations is $33,753.17 with approximately $3,200 as 

principal in the first year. 

 

District staff from the School of Choice Office, the Budget Office and Legal Services reviewed 

the attached materials and believes there is no legal problem with Northeast Academy Charter 

School’s request for BoE approval.  In addition, staff believes the minimal additional financial 

burden will not undermine the school’s academic mission and that the request is fiscally 

responsible. From a long term operations perspective this is clearly a prudent financial decision 

on behalf of the school.  

 

Assuming the Board of Education approves the school’s request, staff will work with the school 

to ensure that the school procures a final loan consistent with the terms outlined in the quotes. 

 

 

Cc Sarah Hughes 

Michael Bennet 

 John Kechriotis 

 



 

Board of Education 

March 15, 2007 

 

 

 

 

M O T I O N 

 

I move that the Board of Education approve Northeast Academy’s request to borrow monies above five 

percent (5%) of the School’s budget to purchase its current facility. The Board of Education further 

denies any District obligation for the loan and that approval is being provided within the parameters 

and limitations set forth in the contract between the District and Northeast Academy.  

 

 



         March 15, 2007 

Finance 

Auditor Appointment 

             

 

ACTION 

 

TO:  Michael Bennet, Superintendent   

 

FROM:  Velma A. Rose, Chief Financial Officer 

 

DATE:  March 7, 2007  

 

SUBJECT: Appointment of External Auditors for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2007 

 

BACKGROUND 

In March 2005, the Board of Education approved the recommendation to appoint Clifton Gunderson LLP 

as the District’s independent auditors, after a lengthy RFP and selection process.    The initial contract term 

was for the audit of the District’s financial statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2005, with the 

option of auditing the District’s financial statements for the four subsequent fiscal years, subject to the 

approval of the District’s Board of Education and the annual availability of an appropriation.   

 

This is the second renewable term for the firm of Clifton Gunderson, LLP to perform the independent audit 

of the District’s financial statements and of the District’s federal grants.  The Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2007, is scheduled to be presented to the Board of 

Education in November 2007 for receipt.  By state law, this annual audit report must be presented to the 

Board by no later than five months after the fiscal year end.  The results of the audit of the District’s 

federal grants contained in the Single Audit Report must be presented to the Board for receipt by no later 

than 60 days after the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report is issued. 

 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION 

 

I MOVE THAT THE FIRM OF CLIFTON GUNDERSON LLP BE APPOINTED TO PERFORM THE 

AUDIT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT’S FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND SCHEDULE OF 

EXPENDITURES OF FINANCIAL AWARDS AND COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND 

REGULATIONS RELATED TO FEDERAL AWARDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT 

AUDITING STANDARDS ISSUED BY THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

AND THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET CIRCULAR A-133; AND THAT THE 

AUDIT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH COLORADO REVISED STATUTES, SECTION 29-1-603, FOR 

THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2007, WITH THE OPTION OF AUDITING THE DISTRICT’S 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE THREE SUBSEQUENT YEARS.  THE FEE FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 WILL BE $98,800. 

 

 

 



DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Interdepartmental Communication 

 

 

Facility Management 

Construction Advisory Committee (CAC) Report 

North High School – Phase II Renovation Project 

 
To:  Members, Board of Education 

  Michael Bennet, Superintendent 

 

Through: Andre Pettigrew, Chief Operating Officer 

 

From:  Richard Cosgrove, Interim Executive Director, Facility Management 

 

Date:  March 2, 2007 

 

Subject: Construction Advisory Committee (CAC) Report for the North High 

School – Phase II Renovation Project 

 

The Board of Education is asked to approve the Construction Advisory Committee 

(CAC) Report for North High School – Phase II Renovation Project 

. 

 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION 

 

I MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVE THE 

CONSTRUCTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) REPORT FOR NORTH 

HIGH SCHOOL – PHASE II RENOVATION PROJECT.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  Sarah Hughes, Chief of Staff 



DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Interdepartmental Communication 

 

 

To:  Board of Education 

Thru:  Michael Bennet, Superintendent 

From:  Richard Cosgrove, P.E., Interim Executive Director, Facility Management 

  Susan Ouellette, Interim Director, Construction Services 

  Miguel Lander, Project Manager, Construction Services 

Date:  March 2, 2007 

Subject: Approval of the CAC Report for the North High School Phase II Renovation  

 

Scope of Procurement/Contract 

Construction Advisory Committee (CAC) report and basic schematic design for the North High 

School Phase II Renovation Project. 

 

Rationale for Procurement/Contract 

Facility revitalization needs. 

 

Source of Funding 

Capital Reserve Funds for design.  Reimbursement of design costs, construction, and furniture, 

fixtures, and equipment will be funded by a future General Obligation Bond. 

 

Solicitation/Contracting Process 

Humphries Poli Architects in association with Klipp was awarded the design contract for this 

project in August 2006, and subsequently received Board of Education approval to proceed with 

design.  This initial solicitation followed approved Board of Education processes.  In accordance 

with approved procedures, a CAC was formed to provide input on the design.  Attached is the 

CAC’s final report and basic schematic design.  Facility Management, other DPS staff, and the 

community concur with the recommendations and concept in this CAC report.  After Board of 

Education approval of this CAC report, Facility Management will begin detailed design based 

upon the CAC’s recommendations.  Subject to a 2007 General Obligation Bond being passed in 

November 2007, this project will be ready to bid in early 2008 for an August 2009 opening.   

 

Recommendation 

 

The final CAC report for the North High School Phase II Renovation Project be approved.   

 

This recommendation was reviewed by the Finance and Audit Committee on March 12, 2007. 

 



Board of Education 

Old Business - March 15, 2007 

Policy IJOC - School Volunteers and Service Providers 

 

 

Policy IJOC- School Volunteers and Service Providers 

 
The Board of Education endorses The Denver Plan’s objective of 
promoting collaboration among the Denver community and all 
DPS stakeholders to support our children in a safe, orderly, and 
enriching environment in every school and classroom.   

In furtherance of that objective,  the Board of Education hereby 
adopts a comprehensive approach towards: promoting 
volunteerism; ensuring structure and safety in the manner that 
volunteers as well as student service/enrichment program 
providers are retained by the District and interact with our 
students; and building a culture of accountability on the part of 
school administrators to ensure student safety as well as the 
safety of all involved parties, including District staff and 
volunteers. 

The Board of Education also recognizes and appreciates the 
volunteer services provided by community and civic 
organizations, mentoring programs, businesses, institutions, 
school partners, family members, and other individuals in 
support of the District’s educational efforts and the many 
supportive functions necessary to effect the District’s objectives. 

Accordingly, the Superintendent or his designees shall adopt 
procedures and rules to comprehensively address centralized 
approval and retention of volunteers and student 
service/enrichment program providers, background clearance 
and safety protocols, volunteer oversight, administrator 
accountability, and streamlined and efficient volunteer program 
administration which respects and promotes volunteer 
contributions to our schools. 

A volunteer is a person who serves the Denver Public Schools in 
a non-paid, non-credit, non-student capacity whose services are 



of value and benefit to the educational efforts of the Denver 
Public Schools and the many supportive functions necessary to 
carry out an effective program of instruction. The school district 
recognizes the contribution of volunteers and recognizes its 
responsibility to volunteers. 

To be eligible for classification as a volunteer, a person shall: 

1. Have a desire and willingness to serve the students of the 
Denver Public Schools through a recognized school function 

2. Possess physical and mental health commensurate with the 
needs of the assigned tasks 

3. Set a good example for students through actions, speech and 
attitudes 

4. Demonstrate a willingness to adhere to local school and 
district practices, policies and procedures and to work under the 
direction of the unit administrator or the administrator's designee 

Volunteers shall be recognized as serving the district when they 
are approved for assignment by the unit administrator and 
register as a volunteer during their time of service to the unit. 
Volunteers shall be insured against liability as provided for paid 
employees of the district by the Board of Education and in 
keeping with appropriate state laws and regulations to the extent 
required under Colorado law. 

A central registry shall be maintained as an official record of 
service. 

Adopted: May 1, 1975 �Revised: May 5, 1998; November __, 
2006 
LEGAL REFS.: C.R.S. 8-41-106 (Workers' Compensation Act) 
�C.R.S. 24-10-103 (4)(a) (Colorado Governmental Immunity 
Act) 
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